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Two Explanations of Symbolic Anthropology
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Abstract: There are two kinds of semiotic anthropology. One is the dualistic Saussurean known as
symbolic anthropology. The other is the triadic Peircean known as semiotic anthropology. The focus
of this study is on the Peircean semiotic anthropology that involves largely through not limited to
the likeness indexing and symbolism which refer to the sense of matter interconnection and the
meaning of values respectively. The Peircean Thirdness unblocks “communication between heaven
and earth” with its mutuality and thus avoids the rapture between semiotic elements.
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