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On the Contemporary Significance of the

Spirit of Chinese National Community

NaranBilik
(School of Ethnology and Anthropology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Huhhot, Inner Mongolia, 010022, PRC)

[ Abstract] Karl Jaspers proposed the notion of “Axial Age”, asserting that around 500 B. C., there
emerged a world civilization with common features, including China, India, Iran, Palestine and Greece,
represented by Buddha, Confucius and Jesus, and that since then, Eastern and Western civilizations have
taken different paths. After that, China and India came to a standstill, while Europe was reborn as a
result of constant breakthroughs. The literary tradition represented by Confucius focused on aesthetics,
which is the nature of the continuum of civilization in which form and charm are one, in contrast to the
poeticrationalism represented by Plato. By the 20th century, Charles Peirce’s “Ecology of Everything”
and Gregory Bateson’s metapattern were characterized by their emphasis on connection-contiguity
theories, purportedly correcting the dualism between mind and matter, but implicitly fitting into the
continuity of ancient Chinese civilization, in which the sense of things was not divorced from their
symbolic meaning. The core concept of Chinese civilization is the interconnection of “Heaven” and
“Earth”, and harmony and mutual aid. The spirit of the Chinese national community should be exchanged
with the community spirit of other nationalities for mutual appreciation, and the values of overlapping
consensus should be cultivated and developed.

[ Key words | community spirit of Chinese nation; core values; interconnectedness between “Heaven”

and “Earth”; harmony and compatibility; righteousness and innovation
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