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Prospective Formation of Unity and Plurality in China
NARAN Bilik
(School o f Humanities, Guizhou University , Guiyang 550025 ,China)

Abstract: Reviewing theories on nationalism and modern Chinese history, the author discusses the
line of thinking from the nation-state to minzu ecology. In its modern history, China has experienced
a process from “one nation, one state” to “one state, many minzu,” where the imported nationalism
gives way to a realistic pragmatism of symbiosis of multiple minzu with a balance between harmony
and diversity. The minzu relationship in China is no longer that of mutual exclusion or assimilation;
rather, it is that of plurality and unity and of mutual complementarity. Embracing diversity, respect
for dignity, and pursuit of overlapping consensus are a brand-new ideal of minzu ecology worth
pursuing.
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