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To Comprehend China’s History from the View of Borderland(Symposium)
Huang Dayuan, Wei Bing, Guan Kai, Naran Bilik & Liu Qi

Abstract: Huang Dayuan holds that geopolitics is the main impetus for Inner Asian modernization:
against the background of the Great Game of which the British and Russians are the players, and
geopoliticization has transformed Tatar to Central Asia thanks to the influence of Inner Asian
geopolitics. Borderland system, with Inner Asian characteristics, has been realized in China since 18th
century, which is different from the construction mode of the nation state of the West. Wei Bing believes
that the formation of northwestern frontiers in recent times has become almost all the conundrums
and setbacks in the formation of the modern state. To a large extent, the borderland problem cannot
be solved without the modern transformation of political system and social governance in the historical
process. After all, the borderland problem is a problem of constructing the Chinese modern state. Guan
Kai thinks that there are three cultural dimensions that are included in the discursive politics over
borderland issues in China: the building of the nation-state; diversities of modernity and cultures; human
conception. It is only after correcting misgivings by the mainstream society that we can realize the true
sustained stability in the borderland. Naran Bilik argues that “borderland” should be defined by mutuality
of being, whereby each place is “border” to every other place, and each person is “border” to every other
person, and so does each form of materiality. It is only through self-transcendence and exterminating
racist ideas can we promote a new kind of Minzu politics and a new concept of Minzu reconciliation.
Liu Qi holds the view that local knowledge such as the “Diqing Experience” can be fully put to use to

remedy the defects of modernity as well as a referential point in the process of nation-building.
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